Worthen with Shelve Parish Council


Hope Burial Ground Rules and Regulations

1. Hours of interments
The hours of interments (for all denominations) are as follows:

Mon-Sat   9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.

These hours will be shortened, at the discretion of the Council, during winter months, depending on sunset times.

No interment shall take place outside these hours, or on Good Fridays, Christmas Day or a Bank Holiday except in cases of special emergency or religious reasons and then only at an approved hour and on payment of an appropriate additional fee.

The persons having charge of the funeral shall make all arrangements with the officiating clergyman, minister or representative. The Council undertakes no responsibility in this matter. 

2. Burials and Memorials

No burial shall take place, no cremated remains shall be interred, no tombstone or other memorial shall be placed in the Burial Ground and no additional inscription shall be made on any memorial without the written permission of the Council and after appropriate fees have been paid. 

3. Notice of interments

a. Not less than five working days notice shall be given of any interment. If the above notice is not given, an extra charge for overtime and any additional expenditure will be made. 

                  b. 
All notices of interment must be in writing and requirements must be clearly and completely 

stated. The responsibility for any error therein is that of the person signing the notice, 


particularly so in cases where either the wrong fee is charged as a consequence or where 


additional fees are afterwards incurred.

c. The Council will refuse to allow interments when there is reason to believe details given on the Notice are incorrect, the disposal certificate is not available for inspection to authenticate the identity of the person to be interred prior to the burial, or if the necessary Notice mentioned is not given. 

4. Official Plan

A detailed plan of the Burial Ground, showing the position of every grave, shall be kept by the Clerk to the Council and may be inspected by arrangement. 

5. Transfer to be Registered

No transfer of an Exclusive Right of Burial in any grave shall be deemed valid unless and until the same is verified and registered with the Clerk to the Council. 

6. Exclusive Right of Burial

a. Purchase of Exclusive Right of Burial does not purchase the associated plot of land, only the right to use that plot exclusively for the burial of remains or ashes. 

b. It is advisable that once the owner of the Exclusive Right of 

Burial has been interred within the grave, then arrangement be made for transfer of ownership. No further burials, interments of cremated remains, additional inscriptions or installation of new memorials will be permitted until revised entitled ownership has been established. 

c. No transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial in any grave shall be deemed valid unless and until the same is verified and registered with the Clerk to the Council.
7. Payment of Fees and Charges

All charges and fees payable for anything in connection with the Burial Ground shall be paid to the Council before an interment takes place, or any work commences. No receipt other than an official receipt issued by the Council will be acceptable as proof of payment. 

8. Receptacles for Flowers

The Council reserves the right to remove any receptacles for flowers, which it considers unsuitable or unsightly without notice. 

9. Glass shades

No glass shade shall be placed on any grave. 

10.  Monuments on purchased graves

No monument, gravestone or tablet will be allowed on any grave to which the Exclusive Right of Burial has not been purchased.

11.  Erection of Monuments

a. A person shall not erect, fix or remove or re-erect any monument, gravestone, tablet, inscribed vase or kerb in the Burial Ground except with the written permission of the Council and after the appropriate fee has been paid. 

b. No new kerbed monuments shall be permitted. 

c. No new monument shall exceed 3ft Height  x 2ft 6ins Width x 5ins thickness.

d.   A person shall not erect or fix any monument or gravestone, tablet or make any inscription 
thereon, or place therein any vase being an inscription in the Burial Ground, without the    
approval of the Council and shall, before proceeding to erect or fix any such monument, 
gravestone, tablet or make any inscription thereon, or place any such vase bearing an 

      inscription, furnish to the Council a description and  measurements of any such monument, 
gravestone, tablet or vase, with copies of the proposed inscription thereon, together with a 
specification of the material to be used. 

d. All installations must be in accordance with current NAMM recommendations.

e. Monumental tablets must not exceed 15 ins x 10 ins. 

f. The Council will remove, without notice, any unauthorised memorials, kerbs, railings or ornamentation. The Council may recover the cost of removal of these items from the holder of The Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial to that grave, in accordance with the powers and procedures set out in Article 14 of The Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977.

12.  Repairs to Graves and Monuments

The owners must keep all monuments, gravestones, tablets or other memorials in repair. All repairs and reinstallations must be in accordance with current NAMM recommendations. In the event of any such monument becoming dangerous from want of repair, the Council may, in accordance with the powers and procedures set out in Article 16(2) and Schedule 3 of the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977, give notice to the owner(s), requiring them to repair or remove any such monument, and if, after the expiration of such notice, the owner(s) have failed to repair or remove and such defective or dangerous monument or if the Council is unable to trace the owner(s) after taking such reasonable steps as it may consider necessary for that purpose, then the Council may remove the same without any rights of the owner(s) to any compensation for doing so. 

13.  Damage

If any damage is done to the Council’s land or premises by bringing in any materials, gravestones or monuments, or from any other cause, the person or persons doing such damage will be held responsible for the same and the Council may recover the cost of repairing such damage from such person or persons and in addition take proceedings under Article 18 of the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977. 

14.  Depth of Private Graves

a. No private grave will be made deeper than (8ft for treble graves, which are already in situ at Hope, or 6ft 6ins for doubles)   All coffins or other receptacles shall be buried in accordance with the requirements of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Local Authorities Order 1977. 
b. Cremated remains are excavated to a depth of 24 ins (0.46m). 

15.  Conduct

a. Visitors to the Burial Ground are asked to conduct themselves in such a way as to respect the privacy of other visitors in order that a quiet and peaceful environment may be maintained for the benefit of all.

b. Dogs must be kept on leads at all times within the Burial Ground and any cleaning up required is the responsibility of the handler; failure to do so may incur a fine in line with current legislation.
c. The Council may at any time exclude from the Burial Ground any person who shall conduct themselves in a noisy, disorderly or unseemly manner or shall be under the influence of drink or drugs or shall use improper language or refuse to comply with any regulations. 

d. Ball games and the riding of cycles are prohibited. 

16.  Decoration of Graves or Memorial

a. No large toys or artificial decorations (e.g. windmills, solar lights etc) shall be placed on any 
grave. Such objects will be subject to immediate disposal without notice, pursuant to Section 11, 
Subsection F. 

b. No plastic flowers or similar plastic ornaments shall be placed on any grave. Such objects will be subject to immediate disposal without notice, pursuant to Section 11, Subsection F.
17.  Gratuities

Any officer or member of the Council shall demand no gratuities.

18.  Grass cutting

The Council shall keep grassed areas mown at its own expense, but will not undertake to keep clean or maintain memorials, which matter shall be the responsibility of the owner. 

19.  Wooden memorials

A wooden memorial may be erected on any grave to which Exclusive Rights of Burial has been purchased and the Council has given prior consent. The Council will remove any memorial for which prior consent has not been obtained. Such wooden memorials shall be of hardwood or good quality softwood with surfaces dressed to a smooth finish. Any inscription on the memorial shall be properly carved into the face of the memorial or by means of an inscribed brass plate affixed to the face of the memorial.

20.  Memorial Seating 
Memorial seating may be allowed in the Burial Ground providing that applicants meet the full costs of secure installation and damages and repairs.  The Council reserves the right to remove any seating which is no longer in a suitable and safe condition

The Council by virtue of its powers under the Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977 adopted the foregoing Rules and Regulations.

These Rules and Regulations will be applied and enforced by the Clerk to the Council, with the support of the Council. 
